NEW YEAR'S EVE - 2023




WELCOME

Thank you for worshipping with us today.

Please sign the guest register in the entry

as you leave the church today.

TODAY'S SERVICE

December 31, 2023

Liturgy: Service of the Word, WS page 22

Speaker:
Pastor Matthew Ude
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PRE-SERVICE DEVOTION

Psalm 90:1-12
Lord, You have been our dwelling place’in all generations.
* Before the mountains were brought forth, Or ever You
had formed the earth and the world, Even from everlast-
ing to everlasting, You are God. ? You turn man to de-
struction, And say, "Return, O children of men." * For a
thousand years in Your sight Are like yesterday when it is
past, And like a watch in the night. 5 You carry them away
like a flood; They are like a sleep. In the morning they are
like grass which grows up: ¢ In the morning it flourishes
and grows up; In the evening it is cut down and withers. 7
For we have been consumed by Your anger, And by Your
wrath we are terrified. ® You have set our iniquities before
You, Our secret sins in the light of Your countenance. °
For all our days have passed away in Your wrath; We finish
our years like a sigh. ™ The days of our lives are seventy
years; And if by reason of strength they are eighty years,
Yet their boast is only labor and sorrow; For it is soon cut
off, and we fly away. " Who knows the power of Your an-
ger? For as the fear of You, so is Your wrath. ™ So teach us

to number our days, That Wwe may gain a heart OfWiSdOl’l’l.



SERVICE OF THE WORD

#123:1-4 "Our God, Our Help in Ages Past"
INVOCATION

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the

Holy Spirit. Amen

CONFESSION OF SINS

God is light and in Him is no darkness at all.

If we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus

Christ His son cleanses us from all sin.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and

the truch is not in us.

If we confess our sins, He is faicthful and just to for-
give us our sins and to cleanse us from all unright-

€cousness.

Let us COHIEGESS our sins.



all

Almighty God, merciful Father, we are sinful by
nature, and have sinned against You in our
thoughts, words, and actions. But we are sorry for
our transgressions and pray You, of Your bountiful
mercy, to be gracious and merciful unto us. Forgive
us for Jesus sake, renew us by Your Spirit, and lead

us in the way everlasting. Amen

Jesus Christ is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and
not for ours only, but for the sins of the whole
world. We are forgiven. With boldness and confi-
dence we may approach the throne to find grace to
help in time of need. In the peace of forgiveness, let

us praise the Lord.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the
Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and

will be forever. Amen

Let us pray . .. Eternal God, we commit to Your
mercy and forgiveness the year now ending and
commend to Your blessing and love the times yet to
come. In the new year, abide among us with Your
Holy Spirit that we may always trust in the saving

name of our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns



with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever. Amen.

THE WORD

Romans 8:31-39 If God is for us, who can be against us?
He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up
for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all
things? » Who shall bring a charge against God's elect? It
is God who justifies. * Who is he who condemns? It is
Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is
even at the right hand of God, who also makes interces-
sion for us. ¥ Who shall separate us from the love of
Christ? Shall eribulation, or distress, or persecution, or
famine, or nakedness, or perii, or sword? 3° As it is writ-
ten: "For Your sake we are killed all day long; We are ac-
counted as sheep for the slaughter" 7 Yet in all these
things we are more than conquerors through Him who
loved us. * For I am persuaded that neither death nor life,
nor angeis nor principalities Nnor powers, nor things pre-
sent nor things to come, * nor height nor depth, nor any
other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the

love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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Luke 12:35-40 % "Let your waist be girded and your lamps
burning; * "and you yourselves be like men who wait for
their master, when he will return from the Wedding, that
when he comes and knocks they may open to him imme-
diately. ¥ "Blessed are those servants whom the master,
when he comes, will find watching. Assuredly, I say to you
that he will gird himself and have them sit down o eat,
and will come and serve them. 3 "And if he should come
in the second watch, or come in the third watch, and find
them so, blessed are those servants. % "But know this, that
if the master of the house had known what hour the thief
would come, he would have watched and! not allowed his
house to be broken into. * "Therefore you also be ready,
for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not ex-

pect.”

THE NICENE CREED

[ believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of

heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten
Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God



of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten,
not made, being of one substance with the Father, by
Whom all things were made; Who for us men and for our
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by
the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and
was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered
and was buried. And the third day He rose again accord-
ing to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of the Father. And He will come again
with glory to judge both the living and the dead, Whose

kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver
of life, Who proceeds from the Father and the Son, Who
with the Father and Son together is worshiped and glori-
fied, Who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one ho-
ly Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one
Baptism for the remission of sins, And I look for the res-
urrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.

Amen.

#552:1,2,78 Abide With Me



SERMON

Psalm 32:1-2 Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven,
Whose sin is covered. 2 Blessed is the man to whom the
LORD does not impute iniquity, And in whose spirit there

is no deceit

A NEW YEAR OF FORGIVENESS

#307 Draw Nigh and Take the Body of the Lord
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OFFERING, PRAYER AND LORD'S PRAYER

all  Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power

and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

p The Lord be with you.

c And also with you.

p Lift up your hearts.

c We lift them up to the Lord
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It is right and beneficial cthat we should at all times
and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy
Father, almighty and everlasting God through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, for in the wonder and mystery of
his birth you have opened our eyes to the glory of
your grace and renewed in our hearts the fervor of
your love. Therefore with angels and archangels,
and with all the company of heaven, we magnify
Your glorious Name, evermore praising You and
saying:

Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts;

The whole earth is full of His glory!  (Isaiah 6:3)
Save now, I pray, O LORD;

O LORD, I pray, send now prosperity.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD!

(Psalm 118:25-26)

Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He
was betrayed, took bread. And when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples, say-
ing, “Take, eat. This is My body, which is given for

you. Do this in remembrance of Me.

In the same way He took the cup, after supper, gave

II



thanks, and gave it to them saying, “Drink of it, all
of you. This cup is the new covenant in My blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do

this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of

Me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always!
Unto You I lift up my eyes,

O You who dwell in the heavens.
Have mercy on us, O LORD, have mercy on us!

For we are exceedingly filled with contempt.

(Psalm 123:1,3)

THE DISTRIBUTION

PI‘BYCI'S for ]:)ef()re and after Eh€ service can be fbund on page 118 Of‘ thC

hymnal.
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THANKSGIVING

(Psalm 118:1-4,14,24)
Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good!
For His mercy endures forever.

Let Israel now say,



"His mercy endures forever."
Let the house of Aaron now say,
"H’ d f‘ "
is mercy endures forever.
Let those who fear the LORD now say,
nH- d f‘ "
is mercy endures forever.

The LORD is my strength and song, And He has

become my salvation.

This is the day the LORD has made; We will rejoice
and be glad in it. Amen

THE BENEDICTION

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make
His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and

give you peace. Amen

#123:5-8 "Our God, Our Help in Ages Past"
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